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Debbi Clarke never intended on 
a career in real estate. Instead 
the former gymnast planned on 
making the most of her education in 
horticulture and landscape design, 
until a spinal injury and subsequent 
surgery would render her dream of a 
career in the field obsolete. “It was a 
life-changing moment. I had an infant 
son, and I needed both income and 
flexibility. I remember wondering 
what on earth I was going to do.”

A chance meeting with Avery 
Yarbrough would change Debbi’s 
life, giving her a new dream, which 
proved immensely rewarding, as she 
was fortunate to help others to also 
attain their dream. In fact in no time 
at all, the woman who begrudgingly 
took a real estate course, fell head 
over heels for her new profession. 
Within her first six months, she’d 
sold six houses. Although it was an 
incredible start to real estate, her 
earnings played second fiddle to the 

meaning her life had taken on.

“For the first time I looked forward to 
getting up for work in the morning. 
Yes, I was working very hard, but at 
the end of all of that work, someone 
I had helped, realized their dream. I 
could make a difference, and make a 
living, and be a mom. Plus, I loved 
it. There’s not a lot of careers where 
people can honestly say ‘I had a great 
time today. My job is fun.’” 

The obvious enjoyment Debbi gets 
from her work quickly endeared her 
to others. Yet, she found that giving 
her all, also made her countless 
new friends, which was yet another 
unexpected reward she found through 
real estate. “I know with absolute 
certainly that if you give and you 
work from your heart, it comes back 
to you ten-fold,” she says.

Suffice to say, Debbi’s genuine care 
and concern for others extends far 
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beyond the closing table. “I have 
made it a point to make sure that I 
know great REALTORS® in other 
areas, because I want to be sure my 
friends are taken care of if they need 
to relocate. These are my people and 
I want to know that they are ok. I will 
never throw anyone to the wolves. 
When I make a promise to take care 
of people, I follow through with 
that. I do believe in setting goals, 
but more than that I believe in 
working with integrity and treating 
people right,” she explains.

Suffice to say, her nearly 20 years 
of experience in real estate goes a 
long way in attracting new clients, 
and keeping referrals coming in, but 
Debbi’s not content to rest on her 
laurels. She continues to seek new 
educational opportunities, and boasts 
numerous designations including 
CRS, ABR, e-Pro, SFR, GRN and 
BPOR. She’s also one of only 2 
Keller Williams Certified Luxury 
agents in the Trussville region. In 
2015, Debbi was awarded the Keller 
Williams Triple Gold medal for 
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sales, making her the first agent in 
the Keller Williams Trussville office 
to ever receive it. 

But even with all of her success, 
Debbi has never lost sight of who 
she is. “You will get the same Debbi 
at the ballpark on Saturday night as 
you do on Monday morning in the 
office. I’m a true Cajun girl who 

loves to cook, help others, and give 
back to my community.” Indeed, 
Debbi puts her culinary talents 
to use for the Crawfish Boil, and 
supports the Trussville City School 
Foundation, and the Will Bright 
Foundation.

As far as the big secret to Debbi’s 
success? She says simply, “I am what 
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I am. I’m still that Mother Hen who 
spent my early years in real estate 
with a baby on my lap while I was 
making calls. I am here to help buyers 

and sellers with a $70K purchase or 
sale, or with a $7 Million purchase or 
sale. Everything I do is to help others, 
and I do it all from the heart.”


