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Being a real estate agent 
takes a tremendous amount 
of expert knowledge in 
your market no matter what 
part of the county you’re in. 

But being an agent in Corona del Mar, California takes on 
a special role of its own. A role that was practically written 
for Michelle Brown and Eliisa Stowell of Brown and 
Stowell Real Estate group of Surterre Properties. Corona 
del Mar is part of the world-renowned Newport Beach. 
“This community is a very special place to live and can 
be difficult for people who move here from out of the area 
to understand” says Michelle. She adds, “Every house 
- every property - every street is vastly different, so it is 
vitally important to work with an agent who knows the area 
well.” This is where Michelle and Eliisa have combined 
their expertise to become the “go-to-team” in their area, not 
just for clients but for other agents as well. Well-respected 
by their peers, they are often asked for professional advice 
and mentoring. 

Shortly after becoming real estate partners 10 years ago, 
Michelle and Eliisa were invited to join Surterre Properties, 
when the brokerage was first formed. Within a few years, 
they approached the owner with the idea to open their own 
office in Corona del Mar as part of Surterre Properties.  The 
idea made perfect sense considering all Brown and Stowell 
team members are residents, landlords or investors in this 
seaside community.  Today they represent buyers, sellers, 
investors, builders and renters. “We are a full-service agency 
for our clients, and in order to change with the market, an 
agent must have a broad level of experience. When there 
is very little inventory, like the market we are in today, it 
doesn’t make sense to be just a listing agent or just a buyer’s 
agent,” Michelle states. Specializing in more than one 
segment of the business has resulted in Michelle and Eliisa 
being the number one agents in the Corona del Mar Village.

Both Michelle and Eliisa possess backgrounds in business 
from their previous careers in sales and marketing, and 
realize the importance of approaching their real estate 
initiative from a business perspective. They implement a 
5-year business plan that is revised each year based on the 

market and the needs of their clients. “We could not achieve 
$150 million in sales and represent 120+ buyers, sellers, 
investors, tenants and renters in two years if we didn’t have 
a great plan,” Michelle says. With Corona del Mar as their 
core farm, the team of six agents work in all areas of Orange 
County, specializing in coastal properties and inland areas 
as well.  Michelle and Eliisa added new associates to their 
team as their business grew and are proud to have Dana 
Christensen, Janelle File, Julie Kuns Shafii and Kimberly 
Mason on their team.

From a community perspective, the team is deeply committed 
to giving back.  In addition to participating each year in the 
Corona del Mar Christmas Walk and Scenic 5K, they host an 
annual picnic for neighbors and a food and toy drive to benefit 
Orange County Rescue Mission. With each transaction 
closed, a donation is made to a variety of important causes 
including the Epilepsy Foundation, Susan G. Komen for the 
Cure  and local school programs to name a few.

In her personal time, Michelle loves to golf and paint 
Hawaiian landscapes when she’s able to get away to her 
home in Maui. Eliisa is a fabulous cook and a great entertainer 
who loves yoga and spending time at her second home in 
Loreto, Mexico.  When asked what makes their partnership 
so successful, Michelle answered, “Like a marriage, we 
balance each other. We have the same high level of passion 
and work ethic; however, our skill sets are very different.”  
She adds, “I could not find a more dedicated, enjoyable and 
committed real estate partner than Eliisa, and I’ll definitely 
be working with her until the day I retire.”

Michelle Brown and Eliisa Stowell

For more information about Michelle Brown or Eliisa 
Stowell of Brown and Stowell Real Estate of Surterre 

Properties visit www.brownandstowell.com, call 
949-903-0026 or email mbrown@surterreproperties.com.


